
Saints Cyril and Methodius Orthodox Church
520 Scott Avenue, Jeannette, PA  15644-1719

  Telephone: (724) 523-3628
Archpriest Michael Senyo, Rector

                        Website: sscyrilandmethodiusorthodoxchurch.com
Cell:  (412) 328-8915 Email:  frsen@yahoo.com

Sunday, September 13, 2020.  14th Sunday after Pentecost.  Tone 5.  Sunday Before the 
Exaltation of the Cross.  Commemoration of the Founding of the Church of Holy Sepulcher at 
Jerusalem.   Hieromartyr Cornelius the Centurion.    Epistle: Galatians 6:11-18  Gospel:  John 
3:13-17

WELCOME!   Whether you are searching for a new Church or visiting, or if you are returning home again 
after an absence, we are glad you are with us today.  If you have a prayer request, are looking for more 
information about the Orthodox Faith, would like to join the parish, or would like to speak with Father 
Michael, we invite you to fill out a visitor’s card and drop it into the offering basket, as your offering to us 
today; and to contact Father Michael at his email address above. We want to get to know you!  Saints Cyril 
and Methodius Orthodox community strives to glorify God through Orthodox worship, sincere love and 
care for one another, and service to those in need around us.

Divine Services for This Week
This Evening: Great Vespers for the Feast of the Exaltation of the Precious Cross  6:00 pm

(This service includes The Bringing Forth of the Cross From the Altar,  Cross 
Procession around The Temple and Cross Veneration)

Mon Sept 14 Exaltation of the Precious Cross  (Strict Fast Day)  Hours 8:40  Liturgy 9:00 am

Thr  Sept 17 Postfeast of Cross Exaltation.  Martyr Sophia and her daughters Faith, Hope 
and Love  Matins  9:00 am

Sat   Sept 19 Great Vespers for the Lord’s Day   (Confessions 5:00 pm)   6:00 pm   

Announcements:

Rectory Update:
-  With the HVAC work now completed, some finishing touches remain to be taken care of this 

week, with Father anticipating fully moving in during the coming week or two.  The new 
window treatments will be installed soon, with temporary shades in place to ensure privacy 
and security.  Many thanks to Reader David Nesbitt, Glenn, Michael and Laura for their 
tremendous help at the Rectory this past Thursday.   We ask for, and rely upon, the generosity 
of our people to help with these investments in our parish life and future.  Work with hands is 
just a valued as work with the wallets!  Please be prayerful and generous in your offerings.  
May God Repay!



- Saint Elizabeth Convent:  Thanks to all who helped with hospitality and who assisted in any 
way with the visit of the Sisters from Saint Elizabeth convent in Minsk.  We had many 
visitors and friends participate in this good effort to help the monastery and put our own 
parish in the spotlight, however humbly.   

- Archpastoral Visitation:  His Eminence, Archbishop Melchesedek will preside over the 
Holy Liturgy at our parish on Sunday, November 1.  Vladyka will install Archpriest Michael 
as our Rector, and also bless our renovated parish home.  Please hold the date for this 
important event in our parish life and plan to be there.

- Choir News:  Our first singing practice with Susanna will be held on Tuesday, September 15, 
at 7:00 pm, at the Church.  All who desire to serve through singing and reading are welcome!

- Thank You:  Thanks to Anthony Sedunov for offering the floral wreath adorning the 
Precious Cross.  Anthony continues to recover from his accident, and we offer our prayers for 
his good health.

- Upcoming Feasts/Holy Days

September 25 Saint Sergius of Radonezh
October 1 Protection of the Holy Theotokos

The Centrality of the Cross
Jesus Christ is Lord, and His Lordship is fully revealed in the Resurrection through 

His death on the Cross.  As we read in Acts 2.36, “Let all of the house of Israel therefore 
know assuredly that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you 
crucified.”  There remains a deep sense of incomprehension before the mystery of the Cross.  
How can suffering and death be the path to glorification and life with God?  The Apostle Paul 
did not flinch from what God had revealed:  “For the word of the cross is folly to those who 
are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God (I Cor 1.20-25).”  In a 
most wondrous image, the divine Chrysostom says, “ I call Him King because I see Him 
crucified.”

The Cross does not stand alone - it is always linked to the Resurrection of Christ, 
which reveals the inner meaning of the Cross and its fulfillment.  Without the Resurrection, 
the Cross would indeed be an instrument of death of suffering and death, having the “last 
word” in a fallen and unredeemed world.  In Church, we cry out the opposite:  “Before Thy 
Cross,  we bow down in worship, O Master, and Thy Holy Resurrection,  we glorify!”

We Christian people live under and by the sign of the Cross.  We make the sign of the 
Cross over our bodies when we “cross ourselves.”  Is it possible we have let this become an 
empty gesture or a vestige of a cultural tradition approaching superstition?  Let us then treat 
the Sign of the Cross with reverence and respect.  Let us not be tempted to live under a 
different sign than that of the Holy Cross.

Preparing to celebrate the Exaltation of the Cross, let us recommit ourselves to taking 
up the Cross of Christ to embrace the joy and blessing that comes from following Him. 


