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Sunday, December 20, 2020.   28th Sunday after Pentecost. Tone 3   *THE HOLY NATIVITY 
FAST*   We continue to refrain from eating meat and dairy products until the feast of our 
Lord’s Nativity, December 25.   Sunday before the Nativity. Today we begin the Forefeast of the 
Nativity of Our Savior.  We also commemorate the Hieromartyr Ignatius of Antioch and St John of 
Kronstadt.    Today’s Scripture:  Hebrews 11:9-10, 17-23, 32-40   Matthew 1: 1-25

WELCOME!   Whether you are searching for a new Church or visiting, or if you are returning home again 
after an absence, we are glad you are with us today.  If you have a prayer request, are looking for more 
information about the Orthodox Faith, would like to join the parish, or would like to speak with Father 
Michael, we invite you to fill out a visitor’s card and drop it into the offering basket, as your offering to us 
today; and to contact Father Michael at his email address above. We want to get to know you!  Saints Cyril 
and Methodius Orthodox community strives to glorify God through Orthodox worship, sincere love and 
care for one another, and service to those in need around us.

DIVINE SERVICES FOR THIS WEEK:
Mon Dec 21 Forefeast of Nativity/St Juliana of Nicomedia Matins  9:00 am
Tue Dec 22 Forefeast of Nativity/Greatmartyr Anastasia Matins 9:00 am
Wed Dec 23 Forefeast of Nativity/Martyrs of Crete Matins 9:00 am
Thr Dec 24 Eve of Nativity *Strict Fast Day* Royal Hours/

Typika 9:00 am
Vigil  6:00 pm

Fri Dec 25 Nativity of Our Lord Hours and
Liturgy 8:40 am

Sat Dec 26 2nd Day of the Nativity/Synaxis of the Theotokos Hours and
Liturgy 8:40 am

Sun Dec 27 3rd Day of the Nativity/Protomartyr Stephen Hours and
Liturgy 9:40 am

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
--Confessions:

During the Nativity Fast, it is customary to make a good sacramental, individual confession in 
preparation for the Lord’s Nativity.  With all the other things that are part of the joyful 
anticipation of Christ’s birth, we cannot put aside the care of our souls.  The most beautiful 
gift we can offer the new born Savior is good and pure hearts, making a manger within 
ourselves for Him to rest.  

--Christmas Season Charity:
Patients at Torrance Hospital are in great need of personal care items and toiletries (socks, 
tissues, toothpastes, toothbrushes, deodorants, etc.)  Father has received a request that our 



parish community might help with these needs.  Please bring items to the church hall and 
place them in the designated bins.  God will Repay!

--Memory Eternal:
The beloved grandmother of our parishioner, James Tenberg, Georgia, fell asleep in the Lord 
early last week.  May her memory be eternal, and may the Lord comfort her loved ones.

--Wreaths Across America:
Our parish participated, for the first time, in the Wreaths Across America program.  The 
program, which is supported by U.S. Veterans’ organizations, provides Christmas wreaths on 
the graves of those who served in the military all across our Nation.  Yesterday afternoon, 
Father blessed the wreaths prior to their distribution to the veterans’ graves in our cemetery. 
Thanks to Demetrius and Glenn for helping, together with Frank Drury, who represented the 
local veterans’ organizations.

--A Generous Offering:
The Archdiocese has notified Father Michael and our parish officers that persons, who desire 
to remain anonymous, have contributed nearly $19,000 dollars to be used for capital 
improvements for our church.  We are very grateful for this gift and offer prayers of thanks 
for this kind generosity towards our community.  May God repay!

--Nativity Offerings:
Today, and also on Christmas day, special offering envelopes will be included with the 
bulletins to encourage additional financial support during the Nativity and Theophany feast 
days.  As we begin to draw up a budget for the coming New Year, a “bit extra” above and 
beyond your regular support is needed.  Please remember God’s work, and the needs of the 
parish, with a generous offering to the parish for Christmas.  The Lord will repay!

The Sunday Before the Nativity
In today’s Gospel lesson, we are taken through a long list of names, a genealogy.  Some may 
judge this as odd or burdensome:  How old is this Gospel?  First, the genealogy of Jesus 
Christ begins by emphasizing that Jesus is the “Son of David, the Son of Abraham.”  Jesus is 
the Christ, the Messiah, expected from the line of David, and He is the Son of Abraham, for it 
is in Him, the seed of Abraham, that all the nations of the earth shall bless themselves, and it 
is Him that all the nations of the earth shall venerate as God.  Jesus is the heir to the promises 
made to both David and his race and, more broadly, through Abraham, to all.  Yet, it must be 
known that tracing the genealogy of Christ is not simply to key in on His humanity.  We hear 
of the “begettings” some forty two times, all the way to Joseph, the husband of Mary.  Then, 
it is startling to hear that Joseph is NOT the father of Jesus!  God steps in.  It says “Joseph 
was the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is called the Christ.”  When Joseph 
is ready to name Jesus, the angel intervenes, directing him to call the child Jesus, the one who 
will save His people from their sins.  From Isaiah, His name is known as Emmanuel, “God 
with us” (Is 7:14).  Let us remember that God acts unexpectedly, and the scandal of an 
expectant Mary, marrying an old man after the fact, reveals to us God works in time, in 
history, resulting in the birth of His Only-Begotten Son.  Let us pray that we may have the 
faith to know that God is unexpectedly at work in us so that we may respond to the work of 
God and become the vessels of His mighty power, so that Christ may truly be born in us.


