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Sunday, December 13, 2020.  27th Sunday after Pentecost. Tone 2   *THE HOLY NATIVITY 
FAST*   We continue to refrain from eating meat and dairy products until the feast of our 
Lord’s Nativity, December 25.  Today we commemorate the Holy Forefathers of Christ and the 
Repose of the Venerable Herman of Alaska.  Today’s Scripture:  Col 3:4-11  Luke 14: 16-24

WELCOME!   Whether you are searching for a new Church or visiting, or if you are returning home again 
after an absence, we are glad you are with us today.  If you have a prayer request, are looking for more 
information about the Orthodox Faith, would like to join the parish, or would like to speak with Father 
Michael, we invite you to fill out a visitor’s card and drop it into the offering basket, as your offering to us 
today; and to contact Father Michael at his email address above. We want to get to know you!  Saints Cyril 
and Methodius Orthodox community strives to glorify God through Orthodox worship, sincere love and 
care for one another, and service to those in need around us.

Divine Services for This Week

Tue Dec 15 Hieromartyr Hilarion of Vereiya   +1929  Matins  9:00 am
Wed Dec 16 One Year Anniversary Panikhida for +Archpriest Stephen Shuga  11:00 am
Thr Dec 17 Prophet Daniel & the Three Holy Youths  Matins and Liturgy  9:00 am
Sat Dec 19 Great Vespers & Confessions  6:00 pm
Sun Dec 20 Forefeast of Christ’s Nativity  Sunday before Nativity  Hours & Liturgy

9:40 am

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

--Confessions:
During the Nativity Fast, it is customary to make a good sacramental, individual confession in 
preparation for the Lord’s Nativity.  With all the other things that are part of the joyful 
anticipation of Christ’s birth, we cannot put aside the care of our souls.  The most beautiful 
gift we can offer the new born Savior is good and pure hearts, making a manger within 
ourselves for Him to rest.  

--Christmas Season Charity:
Patients at Torrance Hospital are in great need of personal care items and toiletries (socks, 
tissues, toothpastes, toothbrushes, deodorants, etc.)  Father has received a request that our 
parish community might help with these needs.  Please bring items to the church hall and 
place them in the designated bins.  God will Repay!



--Calendars:
The Vestal wall calendars, sponsored by the Graziano Funeral Home are now available in the 
church hall.  Thanks to the Graziano family for their continued support.  Also available at the 
bookstore are the beautiful wall calendars printed by Saint Tikhon’s Monastery.  They may 
be purchased for $10.00.  The quantities are limited, however, additional copies can be 
ordered

--Wreaths Across America:
Our parish is participating, for the first time, in the Wreaths Across America program.  The 
program, which is supported by U.S. Veteran’s organizations, provides Christmas wreaths on 
the graves of those who served in the military all across our Nation.  Over thirty five graves 
of U.S. veterans in our cemetery have been identified and will receive wreaths.  Should any 
veteran’s grave be missed, please contact Father Michael.  

--Repairs:
A bit of electrical work had to be done in the Rectory this past week to replace dangerous 
outlets, to add up-to-code outlets and to repair lights in the bathroom and office.  Upgrades to 
the Church and hall are also underway - to repair and replace old malfunctioning switches 
and to convert to more efficient and cost-saving LED lighting.  Please be mindful of these 
needed and safety conscious upgrades when making your offerings to the Church.

--Nativity Offerings:
Over the next two weeks, special offering envelopes will be included with the weekly bulletin 
to encourage additional financial support during the Nativity and Theophany feast days.  As 
we begin to draw up a budget for the coming New Year, a “bit extra” above and beyond your 
regular support is needed.  Please remember God’s work, and the needs of the parish, with a 
generous offering to the parish for Christmas.  The Lord will repay!

The Forefathers of Christ
Two Sundays before the Nativity, the Church rejoices in the festival of the Holy Forefathers 
of the Old Covenant, including those who came before the giving of the Law to Moses.  They 
foretold the coming of the Messiah and are redeemed by His saving Pascha.  The songs sung 
at the services this weekend proclaim the memory of all of the righteous of the Old 
Testament, men and women, Jews and Gentiles, who found life in God and who will appear 
with Him in glory, when Christ, who is our life, appears  (Col 3:4)  The lives of these 
righteous ones, like all saints, is Christ.  God’s holy people live for Him alone, for the living 
God and for His Word.  The reason for being is to praise God, not only in words but in deeds, 
and so to live.

The Holy Forefathers and Mothers, and their descendants, have chosen life.  They find life in 
God’s Messiah,  Jesus,  Who is Life itself, God’s incarnate word.  When we celebrate the 
Nativity, we are celebrating Life in God’s Word.  We can follow their choice to not merely 
exist, but to live.  Those who seek God have life, only those who delight in His 
commandments and rejoice in accomplishing His will pass beyond existence and actually find 
life.  “Seek God, and your soul shall live” (Psalm 69). 


