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Sunday, November 29, 2020.  25th Sunday after Pentecost. Tone 8.   *THE HOLY NATIVITY 
FAST*  We continue to refrain from eating meat and dairy products until the feast of our 
Lord’s Nativity, December 25.  Today we commemorate the Holy Martyr Paramon and his 
companions and the Venerable Acacius of Sinai.   Today’s Scripture:  Ephesians 4:1-16  Luke 13:1-
17.

WELCOME!   Whether you are searching for a new Church or visiting, or if you are returning home again 
after an absence, we are glad you are with us today.  If you have a prayer request, are looking for more 
information about the Orthodox Faith, would like to join the parish, or would like to speak with Father 
Michael, we invite you to fill out a visitor’s card and drop it into the offering basket, as your offering to us 
today; and to contact Father Michael at his email address above. We want to get to know you!  Saints Cyril 
and Methodius Orthodox community strives to glorify God through Orthodox worship, sincere love and 
care for one another, and service to those in need around us.

Divine Services for This Week

Tue Dec 1 Prophet Nahum   Matins   9:00 am
Fri Dec 4 Greatmartyr Barbara   Newmartyr Alexander (Hotovitsky)   Matins   9:00 am
Sat Dec 5 Great Vespers and Confessions   6:00 pm   *Please note that singing practice 

will be at 5:00 pm Saturday.
Sun Dec 6 26th Sunday after Pentecost   Holy Hierarch Nicholas the Wonderworker

Hours and Liturgy   9:40 am

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

--Memory Eternal:

His Eminence, Archbishop David (Mahaffey), Archbishop of Sitka and Alaska, reposed in 
the Lord early Saturday morning, after a brief struggle with cancer.  Vladyka was a native son 
of this Archdiocese, and served faithfully as a deacon, parish priest, teacher at Saint Tikhon’s 
Seminary and, finally, as Archbishop of Sitka.  May God comfort His family.  May His Ever-
Memorable servant be in the Kingdom!

Matushka Eloise Lesko, wife of Archpriest David Lesko, fell asleep in the Lord last Sunday 
evening.  Father had recently retired from his duties at Saint Nicholas parish in Duquesne, 
where he and Matushka served faithfully together for over forty five years.  May her memory 
be eternal!



--Christmas Season Charity:
Patients at Torrance Hospital are in great need of personal care items and toiletries (socks, 
tissues, toothpastes, toothbrushes, deodorants, etc.)  Father has received a request that our 
parish community might help with these needs.  Please bring items to the church hall and 
place them in the designated bins.  God will Repay!

--Nativity Flowers:
Poinsettias have been ordered from Zanarini’s Florist to decorate our temple for the Feasts, 
with delivery scheduled for late this week.  Please consider making an offering, perhaps in 
memory of a loved one, to help with costs.

--On Line Giving:
Our parish now has the ability (and convenience) to receive contributions electronically, or 
on-line.  While it is not a requirement by any means, electronic contributions are a way to 
assist in proper budgeting, contributing while away from church, or receiving gifts from 
others and their employers who may have matching gift programs.  Such programs as PayPal 
and Amazon Smile will surely help to increase income.  An important advantage of electronic 
banking will enable parish leadership to account for income and expenses on a consistent and 
accurate level.  For more information, please see Gregory Maynard.

Calendars:
The Vestal wall calendars have been ordered, sponsored by the Graziano Funeral Home here 
in Jeannette.  They should be arriving by December.  Available now at the bookstore, the 
beautiful wall calendars printed by Saint Tikhon’s Monastery.  They can be purchased for 
$10.00.  The quantities are limited, however, additional copies can be ordered.

Icon of the Savior:  “He Who Does Not Sleep”
Father and Matushka were recently gifted with a beautiful icon of the Savior, “He Who Does 
Not Sleep”, which is now in the center of the Church, exposed for veneration during the 
Nativity Fast.  It is a wondrous depiction of Jesus as a toddler, sleeping.  How can the Creator 
of the universe, Who never, ever sleeps, sleep?  Pondering this is to ponder the most 
awesome mystery of the Incarnation.  Generally, this icon is displayed in the western portion 
of the temple; in a spot where people can see it as they depart the church building.  It is a 
reminder and a comfort that God is Lord over “sleep”.  In other words, God is ruler over life 
and death!  And we should fear death no more than a little child fears his peaceful nap 
time…..


