
Saints Cyril and Methodius Orthodox Church
520 Scott Avenue, Jeannette, PA  15644-1719

  Telephone: (724) 523-3628
Archpriest Michael Senyo, Rector

                        Website: sscyrilandmethodiusorthodoxchurch.com
Cell:  (412) 328-8915 Email:  frsen@yahoo.com

Sunday, November 22, 2020.  24rd Sunday after Pentecost. Tone 7.  Postfeast of the Entry of 
the Theotokos into the Temple.  *THE HOLY NATIVITY FAST*  We continue to refrain 
from eating meat and dairy products until the feast of our Lord’s Nativity, December 25.

WELCOME!   Whether you are searching for a new Church or visiting, or if you are returning home again 
after an absence, we are glad you are with us today.  If you have a prayer request, are looking for more 
information about the Orthodox Faith, would like to join the parish, or would like to speak with Father 
Michael, we invite you to fill out a visitor’s card and drop it into the offering basket, as your offering to us 
today; and to contact Father Michael at his email address above. We want to get to know you!  Saints Cyril 
and Methodius Orthodox community strives to glorify God through Orthodox worship, sincere love and 
care for one another, and service to those in need around us.

Divine Services for This Week

Mon Nov 23 Repose of Saint Alexander Nevsky   Hours 8:40   Liturgy 9:00 am
Tue Nov 24 Great Martyr Catherine   Hours 8:40   Liturgy 9:00 am

Singing Practice  6 pm
Wed Nov 25 Moleben (Prayer Service) of Thanksgiving   6:00 pm
Sat Nov 28 Great Vespers and Confessions   6:00 pm

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
--Memory Eternal:

Archpriest John Horosky, a retired cleric of our Archdiocese, reposed in the Lord this past 
Thursday evening.  Father was a son of Saint John’s parish in Canonsburg, and served 
parishes in Moundsville, WV, Monessen and Philipsburg.  May his memory be Eternal.  May 
the Lord comfort his family.

Subdeacon David Nesbit’s beloved mother, Amelia, reposed in the Lord this past Thursday.  
Our love and prayers are offered to all her family and loved ones.  May her memory be 
Eternal!

--Christmas Season Charity:
Patients at Torrance Hospital are in great need of personal care item and toiletries (socks, 
tissues, toothpastes, toothbrushes, deodorants, etc.)  Father has received a request that our 
parish community might help with these needs.  Please bring items to the church hall and 
place them in the designated bins.   God will Repay!

--Nativity Flowers:
Poinsettias have been ordered from Zanarini’s Florist to decorate our temple for the Feasts.  
Please consider making an offering, perhaps in memory of a loved one, to help with costs.



--On Line Giving:
Our parish now has the ability (and convenience) to receive contributions electronically, or 
on-line.  While it is not a requirement by any means, electronic contributions are a way to 
assist in proper budgeting, contributing while away from church, or receiving gifts from 
others and their employers who may have matching gift programs.  Such programs as PayPal 
and Amazon Smile will surely help to increase income.  An important advantage of electronic 
banking will enable parish leadership to account for income and expenses on a consistent and 
accurate level.  For more information, please see Gregory Maynard.

--Employer Matching Gift Program:
For those who are employed (and even those retired) now is the time to check with your 
Personnel Office/Human Resources Department to determine if your company has an 
Employer’s Matching Gift Program. With this program, your employer will match a gift that 
you make to the Church and other non-profit organizations.  For example:  If you donate 
$500; your employer will match that amount for a total of $1,000.  And, if your employer 
does not have such a program, perhaps this would be a suggestion to make for the future and 
for all employees.

Calendars:
The Vestal wall calendars have been ordered, sponsored by the Graziano Funeral Home here 
in Jeannette.  They should be arriving by December.  Available now at the bookstore, the 
beautiful wall calendars printed by Saint Tikhon’s Monastery.  They can be purchased for 
$10.00.  The quantities are limited, however, additional copies can be ordered

The Nativity Fast
We are all well aware of the “tension” that comes with this time of the year.  The Church 
calls us to pray more, to fast, and to practice ascetic moderation.  Society beckons us to shop, 
to spend, and count down the “shopping” days until Christmas, as a sort of patriotic duty to 
support the economy.  Wrap this tension with government overreach in nearly every aspect of 
our lives, and stress of some sort is inevitable.  It is human to want to fit in, but we risk 
unleashing the “consumer within,” who lives for the joys of shopping, spending and 
accumulating.  Add to this the unending entertainments designed to create a festive 
atmosphere, and it can become overwhelming.  Most certainly, this time of the year 
contributes to the joys of family life, and surrounding ourselves with the warmth of worship, 
giving and gathering brings to us a great sense of peace and calm.  Perhaps, though, we can 
be vigilant and discern when “enough is enough,” or rather when “enough is a feast.”  Being 
aware of – and generous toward - those who have next to nothing is another way of 
overcoming these tensions while expanding our notion of the “neighbor.”

What is at stake is our central identity as Orthodox Christians within the confines of our 
culture either indifferent or hostile to Christianity.  The Church must remain essential to 
preparations.  We are directed to fast before we feast.  Have we responded?  We know where 
we stand, if we have answered with Peter, that Jesus Christ is the Son of the Living God.  In 
such a way, forty days will result in a meaningful journey towards the mystery of the 
Incarnation.


